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FOREWORD 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  had  a  reduction  from  the  year  1968 
in  calendar  year  1969  of  21  fatal  accidents  and  24  fatalities  on  the 
State  Highway  System.     However,  this  system  still  witnessed  287 
fatal  accidents  and  319  fatalities. 

These  319  fatalities  represent  a  direct  cost  of  approximately 
$11,800,000  to  society. 

Information  contained  within  the  following  report  represents  a 
statistical  presentation  of  data  related  to  these  fatal  accidents. 
It  was  obtained  from  reports  on  file  v/ith  the  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles  and  has  been  compiled  by  the  Accident  Record  Unit  of  the 
Traffic  Engineering  Section,  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works. 
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TABLE  I 

FATAL  ACCIDENT  AND  FATALITY  RATE  BY  YEAR 


YEAR 

VEHICLE  MILES 

OF  TRAVEL 
(100  MILLION) 

NUMBER  OF 

FATAL 
ACCIDENTS 

FATAL 
ACCIDENT 
RATE 

NUMBER 
OF 

FATALITIES 

FATALITY 
RATE 

I960 

60.0 

1  79 

2  .  99 

194 

3.2  4 

196  1 

6  1.9 

1  59 

2  .  57 

185 

2.96 

1962 

6  3.4 

2  22 

3  .  50 

243 

3  .  83 

1963 

65.7 

2  2  1 

3  .  36 

2  50 

3.80 

1964 

68.4 

2  52 

3  .  70 

2  75 

4.  04 

19  65 

70.9 

2  78 

3.92 

3  1  5 

4.44 

1966 

73.9 

302 

4  .  09 

3  37 

4.  56 

1  967 

90.5 

2  86 

3.  16 

345 

3.  8  1 

1  968 

93.3 

308 

3.30 

343 

3.  68 

1969 

1  1  8.  71 

287 

2.  42 

3  19 

2.69 
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GRAPH  I 

VEHICLE  TRAVEL  vs.  DEATHS    and  DEATH  RATES 
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TABLE  H 

PRINCIPAL  CLASSES  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  DEATHS 
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DEATHS 
3  19 
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RURAL 
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36 


NON-PED. 


28 


DAY 

_J_ 


53 


NIGHT 

_J  


75 


— I 
NIGHT 
_J  


PED. 


22 


DAY 

I 


NIGHT 

_J  


16 


NON-PED. 


125 

DAY 


58 


DAY 


64 


NIGHT 


67 


NIGHT 

_l  


83 


4 


GRAPH  ir 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  HOUR  OF  THE  DAY 
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GRAPH  IZ: 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR 


MONTH 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  PER  MONTH 
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22 
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GRAPH  in 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 
BY  MONTH  AND  YEAR 
-r 


LEGEND 


NUMBER  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

1967  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

286 

345 

1968  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

308 

343 

1969  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

287 

3  19 

TABLE  IK 

FATALITIES  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  OF  VICTIM 


FATALITY 

SUM 

TOTA 1  C 

7o  OF 

1  U  1  AL 

DRIVERS 

PEDESTRIANS 

PASSENGERS 

M 
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c 
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GRAPH  3Zir 
FATALITIES  BY  AGE  OF  DRIVERS  INVOLVED 
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TABLE  TZ: 
RESIDENCE  OF  DRIVERS 
INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


ACCIDENT  involving: 

NO.  OF 
DRIVERS 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

LOCAL  RESIDENT 

322 

7  6.4 

RESIDENT  ELSEWHERE  IN  STATE 

3  1 

7.4 

OUT  OF  STATE  RESIDENT 

61 

1  4.5 

UNKNOWN 

7 

1  .7 

TOTAL 

421 

1  0  0.00 

TABLE  IT 
SEX  OF  DRIVERS 
INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


SEX 

NO.  OF 
DRIVERS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

MALE 

353 

8  3.9 

FEMALE 

59 

14.0 

UNREPORTED 

9 

2.1 

TOTAL 

42  1 

100.00 
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TABLE  301 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  LIGHT  CONDITIONS 


Lion  1  V/UrMUl  1  lUN 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

DAYLIGHT 

102 

35.6 

117 

36.7 

DAWN  OR  DUSK 

17 

5.9 

19 

6.0 

DARKNESS 

168 

58.5 

183 

57.3 

NOT  STATED 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

287 

1  00.00 

319 

100.00 

TABLE  3Zir 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


WEATHER 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

CLEAR 

196 

6  8.3 

22  1 

69.3 

CLOUDY 

32 

1  1.2 

36 

1  1.3 

FOG 

5 

1.7 

6 

1.9 

RAIN 

43 

1  5.0 

45 

14.1 

SLEET 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SNOW 

1  1 

3.8 

1  1 

3.4 

TOTAL 

287 

100.00 

3  1  9 

100.00 
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TABLE  3011 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  SURFACE  CONDITION 


CONDITION  OF 

NO.  OF 

7o  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

ROAD  SURFACE 

ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

TOTAL 

DRY 

2  1  1 

73.5 

239 

7  4.9 

WET 

60 

209 

63 

1  9.8 

SNOW 

6 

2.  1 

6 

1  .9 

ICE 

1  0 

3.5 

1  i 

3.4 

OTHER 

TOTALS 

2  8  7 

100.00 

3  1  9 

100.00 
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TABLE  m 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OFVEHICLE  ACCIDENT 


TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 

Al  ^      A  P 

NO.  OF 

Al  ^     ^  C 

NO.  Or 

PATAI  ITIPQ 
rM  1  ML.I  1  ICO 

COLLISION  ON  ROADWAY  WITH! 

ANOTHER  MOTOR  VEHICLE  IN  ROADWAY 

1  0  5 

1  2  7 

ANOTHER  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ON  SHOULDER 

5 

5 

PEDESTRIAN 

63 

64 

„  ^  ^    ^                  9IDFWAI  K 

FIXED  OBJECT  ON  SHOULDER,  OR  ISLAND 

34 

37 

BICYCLE 

2 

2 

RAILROAD  TRAIN 



OTHER  OBJECT 



OVERTURNED  ON  ROADWAY 

2 

2 

OTHER  NON-COLLISION 

1 

1 

ANGLE 

20 

25 

STRAIGHT 

50 

66 

OVERTAKING  AND/OR  PASSING 

3 

3 

RIGHT  TURN 

3 

3 

LEFT  TURN 

6 

7 

U-TURN 

BACKING 

1 

1 

REAR  END 

22 

22 

RAN  OFF  ROADWAY 

1  1  5 

1  23 

GENERAL  (NO  COLLISION) 

5 

5 

HIT  OBJECT  BEYOND  SHOULDER  OR  SIDEWALK 

6  1 

66 

HIT  OBJECT  ON  MEDIAN 

1  5 

1  5 

15 


TABLE  X 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 
-COLLISION  AT  INTERSECTION- 


COLLISION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE  VEHICLES 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

IN  TRAFFIC 

OF 

OF 

AT  AN  INTERSECTION 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

tN  1  LKINu  rnUIVl  oAML  UmtU  NUN. 

Both  Going  Straight 

2 

5 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

2 

5 

One  Stopped 

All  Others 

ENTERING  FROM  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION! 

Both  Going  Straight 

4 

5 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

7 

9 

One  Stopped 

All  Others 

ENTERING  INTERSECTION! 

At  Angle 

8 

8 

At  Rotary 

At  On-Romp 

At  Off-Ramp 

TOTALS 

2  3 

3  2 
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TABLE  31 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 
COLLISION  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 


COLLISION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE 
MOTOR  VEHICLES  IN  TRAFFIC  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

GOING  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

53 

65 

GOING  SAME  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

1  4 

15 

ONE  CAR  PARKED 

7 

7 

ONE  CAR  STOPPED  IN  TRAFFIC 

5 

5 

ONE  CAR  ENTERING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  CAR  LEAVING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  CAR  ENTERING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

ONE  CAR  LEAVING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

2 

2 

ALL  OTHERS 

TOTAL  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

8  1 

94 
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TABLE  3ir 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES  BY 
CONTRIBUTING  CIRCUMSTANCES 


CONTRIBUTING  CIRCUMSTANCES  INDICATED 

MO   D  F 
APP  inFMTQ 

NO  OF 

FATAl  ITIFC 

Ai  rnwoi  iM\/ni  \/Fn  * 

O  O 

H  0 

ciPFFD  TDD  FACJT  FOR  mMDITIDMCI 

O  o 

D  O 

FAII  FDTDYIFI  DRIGHTOFWAY 

1  7 

1  8 

IMPROPER  OVERTAKING  AND /OR  PASSING 

5 

8 

WRONG  WAY  DRIVING 

DROVE  LE  FT  OF  CENTER  (ON  WRONG  SIDE  OF  ROAD,  NOT 

23 

2  6 

OVERTAKING) 

FAILED  TO  GIVE  PROPER  SIGNAL 

IMPROPER  TURNING  MOVEMENTS 

2 

2 

OPERATING  UREGISTERED-UNINSURED  VEHICLE 

1 

1 

DISREGARDED  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL 

DISREGARDED  WARNING  OR  STOP  SIGN 

4 

4 

OTHER  IMPROPER  DRIVING 

1  5 

1  5 

LEAVING  SCENE  OF  ACCIDENT 

3 

3 

NO  VIOLATION 

1  1  9 

1  2  7 

NOT  STATED 

2 

2 

*  AS  TAKEN  FROM  INVESTIGATORS  REPORT  PRIOR  TO  BLOOD  ALCOHOL 
RESULTS  KNOWN. 
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TABLE  inn 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  INVOLVING  FIXED  OBJECTS 


OBJECT  INVOLVED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

BRIDGE  ABUTMENT  8  PIER 

8 

7.0 

8 

6.5 

BRIDGE  RAILING 

1 

0.9 

1 

0.8 

CURBING 

4 

3.5 

4 

3.3 

UTILITY  POLE 

25 

2  1  .7 

28 

22.8 

GUARD  RAIL 

1  3 

1  I  .3 

1  3 

1  0.6 

LEDGE  OR  BANK 

3 

2.6 

3 

2.4 

SIGN  SUPPORT 

3 

2.6 

3 

2.4 

POSTS 

1  1 

9.6 

1  1 

9.0 

STONE  WALL 

3 

2.6 

3 

2  .4 

TREE 

3  1 

26.9 

36 

29.3 

ENTERED  MEDIAN 

3 

2.6 

3 

2.4 

CROSSED  MEDIAN 

2 

1  .7 

2 

1  .6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

8 

7.0 

8 

6.5 

TOTAL 

1  1  5 

1  00.00 

1  23 

100.00 
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TABLE  XZr 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  INVOLVED 


TYPE  OF  VEHICLE 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

PASSENGER  CARS 

26  1 

90.9 

291 

9  1  .2 

PASSENGER  CAR  AND  TRAILER 

TRUCK  OR  TRUCK  TRACTOR 

3 

1  .  1 

3 

0.9 

TRUCK  TRACTOR  AND  SEMI-TRAILER 

4 

1.4 

4 

1.3 

OTHER  TRUCK  COMBINATION 

1  2 

4.2 

12 

3.8 

TAXI  CAB 

BUS 

SCHOOL  BUS 

MOTORCYCLE 

6 

2.  1 

8 

2.5 

MOTOR  SCOOTER  OR  MOTORBIKE 

OTHER  AND  NOT  STATED 

1 

0.3 

1 

0.3 

EMERGENCY  VEHICLES 

MILITARY  VEHICLES 

OTHER  PUBLICLY  OWNED  VEHICLES 

TOTALS 

287 

1  00.00 

3  19 

1  00.00 

22 


TABLE  -wrr 

INVOLVEMENT  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES  BY 
COUNTRY  OF  MANUFACTURER 


COUNTRY 

ACCIDENTS 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

ENGLAND 

7 

2.7 

8 

2.8 

FRANCE 

2 

0.8 

4 

1  .4 

GERMANY 

24 

9.2 

28 

9  .6 

ITALY 

SWEDEN 

UNITED  STATES 

1  89 

72.4 

2  07 

7  1.1 

UNREPORTED 

39 

14.9 

44 

1  5.1 

TOTAL 

26  1 

1  00.00 

29  1 

1  00.00 
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INVOLVEMENT  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES 
IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 
vs.  PERCENT  REGISTRATIONS 


NUMBER  a  7o 
INVOLVEMENT  IN 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

NUMBE 

ll\J  VULv  L 

FATA 

R  a  % 

IVltIM  1  IN 

_ITIES 

NUMBER  VEHICLE 

DFr^lCTD  ATI/^MC  AC 

A  PERCENTAGE 

DOMESTIC  CARS 

NO. 

% 

NO. 

7o 

BUICK 

1  0 

3.8 

1  0 

3.5 

5.8 

CADILLAC 

5 

1  .9 

5 

1  .7 

2.4 

CHEVROLET 

52 

20.0 

60 

20.6 

2  6.7 

CHRYSLER 

4 

1  .5 

4 

1 .4 

1  .9 

DODGE 

10 

3.8 

10 

3.5 

5.1 

FORD 

47 

1  8.0 

5  1 

1  7.5 

2  1  .0 

MERCURY 

7 

2.7 

7 

2.4 

3.5 

OLDSMOBILE 

1  3 

5.0 

1  3 

4.4 

5.9 

PLYMOUTH 

1  4 

5.4 

1  5 

5.2 

6.9 

PONTIAC 

18 

6.9 

21 

7.2 

7.0 

RAMBLER 

8 

3.  1 

1  0 

3.5 

5.1 

MISC.  AMERICAN 

1 

0.4 

1 

0.3 

0,7 

FOREIGN  CARS 

AUSTIN  HEALEY 

2 

0.8 

3 

1.0 

0.1 

M.G. 

2 

0  .8 

2 

0.7 

0.2 

RENAULT 

2 

0.8 

4 

1.4 

0.3 

TRIUMPH 

3 

1  .  1 

3 

1.0 

0.2 

VOLKSWAGEN 

24 

9.  1 

28 

9.6 
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9 
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2.3 
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11.5 

35 

12.  1 
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26  1 

1  00.00 

29  1 

100.00 

100.00 
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LOCATION  BY  CITY/TOWN  POPULATION  GROUPS 
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NO.  OF 
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1 

OVER 

500,000 

8 
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TO 

250,000 

1  3 
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DISTRICT  1 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

13 

17 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

MISCELLANEOUS 

I969T0TALS 

13 

17 

31 


DISTRICT  2 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 

FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 
F.A.  INTERSTATE 

5 

6 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

2  1 

25 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 
MISCELLANEOUS 

3 

3 

I969T0TALS 

29 

34 

32 


DISTRICT  3 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

5 

5 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

2  6 

2  7 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

1  1 

1  3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

1969  TOTALS 

43 

46 

33 


DISTRICT  4 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F,  A.  INTERSTATE 

9 

9 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

37 

43 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

9 

9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 
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1969  TOTALS 

57 

63 

34 


DISTRICT  5 


AMESBURY 


'MERRIMac  \  (J) 


SALISBURY 


© 


HAVERHILL 


methuen 


® 


EST  NEWBURY/^ 

/'  NEWBURY 


r'GROVELAND, 


AT 
A 


^\gE0R6ET0WN  / 
^1  /ROWLEY 

LAWR^NCE^_  \  BOXFORD^v--^'  .® 


NORTH 
\a  N  DOVER 


\  ® 

X 


IPSWICH 


ANDOVER  \  V  y  ~>  /  ^ 

fs)     •  ^\       froPSFiELD  ^  g-i 

yHAr^lLTON        ;  ESSEX  /qlQUCESTER 

^.MIDDLETON  V-      /wENHAM^-  (2 

•  o«MVE«s\  3£^£RLY  (""'-"'^ 

Ilynnfield\  PEABODY  p 

/ 
/SALEI 


I 

I ROCKPC 

L 


k,SAUGus  \   LYNN  vswAM^^cyiT 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

1  0 

1  1 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

24 

26 

F.  A,  SECONDARY 

6 

6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

I969T0TALS 

40 

43 

35 


DISTRICT  6 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

7 

8 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

3  2 

3  2 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

9 

9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

3 

1969  TOTALS 

50 

52 

36 
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NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

24 

32 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

4 

5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

2 

1969  TOTALS 

30 

39 

37 


DISTRICT  8 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

5 

5 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

1  7 

1  7 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

2 

2 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

1969  TOTALS 

25 

25 

38 
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FOREWORD 
FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


This  report  represents  the  1970  fatal  accident  data  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  State  Highway  System. 

The  contents  of  this  report  have  been  established  in  con- 
formance with  the  provisions  of  the  Standard  Summary  of  Motor 
Vehicle  Traffic  Accidents  and  the  Manual  of  Classification  of 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Uniform 
Traffic  Accident  Statistics  of  the  National  Safety  Council  and 
recommended  by  the  President's  Committee  for  Traffic  Safety. 

This  information  was  obtained  from  records  on  file  with 
the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles,  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
local  Police  Departments  and  was  compiled,  assembled  and  published 
by  the  Traffic  Engineering  Section  of  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Public  Works. 
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TABLE  I 

FATAL  ACCIDENT  AND  FATALITY  RATE  BY  YEAR 


YEAR 

VEHICLE  MILES 

OF  TRAVEL 
(100  MILLION) 

NUMBER  OF 

FATAL 
ACCIDENTS 

FATAL 
ACCIDENT 
RATE 

NUMBER 
OF 

FATALITIES 

FATALITY 
RATE 

I960 

60.0 

1  79 

2  .99 

194 

3.2  4 

196  1 

6  1.9 

1  59 

2  .  57 

183 

2.96 

1962 

6  3.4 

2  22 

3  .  50 

243 

3  .  83 

1963 

65.7 

2  2  1 

3  .  36 

250 

3.80 

1964 

68.4 

2  52 

3  .  70 

2  75 

4.  04 

1965 

70.9 

2  78 

3.92 

3  1  5 

4.  44 

1966 

73.9 

302 

4  .  09 

3  37 

4  .  56 

1  967 

90.5 

2  86 

3.16 

345 

3.  8  1 

1968 

93.3 

3  08 

3  .  30 

343 

3.  68 

1969 

118.71 

287 

2.42 

3  19 

2.69 

1970 

123.8 

3  13 

2.53 

351 

2.82 
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TABLE  H 

PRINCIPAL  CLASSES  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  DEATHS 


TOTAL 
DEATHS 
351 


URBAN 

_J  


215 


RURAL 


36 
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DAY 
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12 
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80 


PED. 


46 

NIGHT 
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34 
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DAY 
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NIGHT 

__J  


135 
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NIGHT 


18 


r" 

DAY 


56 


 1 
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DAY 


49 


III 
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62 
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80 
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GRAPH  H 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  HOUR  OF  THE  DAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY 
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P.  M. 
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II  {iiiiriii 


II  III  iiiiii 
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IIIIIIIIMI 
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GRAPH  H 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR 


MONTH 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  PER  MONTH 

JANUARY 

22 

FEBRUARY 

1  2 

MARCH 

21 

APRIL 

27 

MAY 

26 

JUNE 

29 

JULY 

33 

AUGUST 

36 

SEPTEMBER 

25 

OCTOBER 

30 

NOVEMBER 

29 

DECEMBER 

23 

TOTAL 

313 

5             10            15           20           25           30           35  40 
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GRAPH  YI 

FATAL  ACCDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 

BY  MONTH  AND  YEAR 

-I  1  I  I  r 

20        26        10        35  40 


LEGEND 


NUMBER  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

1           1  1968 

1970 


1968  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

308 

343 

1969  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

287 

319 

1970  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

3  13 

351 

TABLE  HI 

FATALITIES  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  OF  VICTIM 


FATALITY 
AGE 

SUM 
TOTALS 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

DRIVERS 

PEDESTRIANS 

PASSENGERS 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

0-4 

7 

2.0 

— 

1 

2 

4 

5-9 

5 

1 .4 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

10-14 

1  1 

3.2 

1 

— 

6 

1 

3 

» 

15-19 

65 

18.5 

18 

5 

9 

6 

1  7 

10 

20-24 

53 

15.1 

28 

5 

5 

1  1 

4 

25-34 

46 

13.1 

28 

6 

4 

1 

3 

4 

35-44 

48 

13.7 

28 

7 

2 

4 

5 

2 

4  5-54 

39 

1 1.1 

2  1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

6 

5  5-64 

24 

6.8 

7 

4 

2 

1 

4 

6 

6  5-74 

32 

9.1 

8 

9 

3 

3 

9 

7  5  AND 
OVER 

2  1 

6.0 

6 

1 

6 

1 

4 

3 

UNKNOWN 

TOTAL 

351 

100.00 

144 

33 

52 

19 

54 

49 

10 


GRAPH  3n: 

AGE  OF  DRIVERS  INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


AGE 
15 


NUMBER  OF  DRIVERS  INVOLVED 
10  19  20 


29 
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TABLE  Z3Z: 
RESIDENCE  OF  DRIVERS 
INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


ACCIDENT  involving: 

NO.  OF 
DRIVERS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

LOCAL  RESIDENT 

339 

74.1 

RESIDENT  ELSEWHERE  IN  STATE 

38 

8.3 

OUT  OF  STATE  RESIDENT 

72 

1  5.8 

UNKNOWN 

8 

1.8 

TOTAL 

457 

100.00 

TABLE  IZ: 
SEX  OF  DRIVERS 
INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


SEX 

NO.  OF 
DRIVERS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

MALE 

379 

8  2.9 

FEMALE 

73 

1  6.9 

UNREPORTED 

5 

1  .2 

TOTAL 

457 

100.00 

12 


TABLE  in: 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  LIGHT  CONDITIONS 


LIGHT  CONDITION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

DAYLIGHT 

lis 

36.8 

133 

37.9 

DAWN  OR  DUSK 

1.9 

6 

1.7 

DARKNESS 

192 

613 

212 

60.4 

NOT  STATED 

0 

0 

TOTALS 

313 

100.00 

351 

100.00 

TABLE  3nr 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


WEATHER 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

CLEAR 

220 

70.3 

243 

69.« 

CLOUDY 

37 

1  1.8 

38 

1  I.I 

FOG 

7 

2.3 

9 

2.6 

RAIN 

37 

1  1.8 

43 

ia.3 

SLEET 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SNOW 

12 

3.8 

17 

4.8 

TOTAL 

313 

100.00 

351 

100.00 

13 


TABLE  3mr 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  SURFACE  CONDITION 


CONDITION  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

ROAD  SURFACE 

ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

TOTAL 

DRY 

232 

74.  f 

258 

7  3.5 

WET 

60 

1  9.2 

70 

20.0 

SNOW 

1  0 

3.2 

1  1 

3.1 

ICE 

1  1 

3.5 

1  2 

3.4 

OTHER 

TOTALS 

3  13 

100.00 

351 

100.00 

14 


TABLE  IX 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  COLLISION  ACCIDENTS 


TYPE  OF  MV  ACCIDENT 

NO.  OF 

ACCIDENTSi 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

OVtn  T  UnNbU 

1  w 

AM/21  P 

■» 

REAR  END 

29 

2  9 

HEAD-ON 

5  8 

7  9 

U-TURN 

2 

2 

BACKING 

1 

1 

RAN  OFF  ROADWAY  (H.FO.) 

104 

1  1  5 

GENERAL  (NO  COLLISION)  +  PEDESTRIAN 

7  4 

75 

ANIMAL 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

313 

351 

15 
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TABLE  X 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 
-COLLISION  AT  INTERSECTION- 


COLLISION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE  VEHICLES 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

IN  TRAFFIC 

OF 

OF 

AT  AN  INTERSECTION 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

ENTERING  FROM  SAME  DIRECTION! 

Both  Going  Straight 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

4 

4 

One  Stopped 

1 

1 

All  Others 

ENTERING  FROM  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION! 

Both  Going  Straight 

3 

3 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

14 

17 

One  Stopped 

1 

1 

All  Others 

ENTERING  INTERSECTION! 

At  Angle 

1 

1 

At  Rotary 

At  On-Romp 

1 

1 

At  Off-Rannp 

TOTALS 

25 

28 

16 


TABLE  H 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 
COLLISION  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 


COLLISION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE 
MOTOR  VEHICLES  IN  TRAFFIC  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

GOING  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

57 

80 

GOING  SAME  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

21 

21 

ONE  CAR  PARKED 

6 

6 

ONE  CAR  STOPPED  IN  TRAFFIC 

ONE  CAR  ENTERING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  CAR  LEAVING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  CAR  ENTERING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

6 

6 

ONE  CAR  LEAVING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

ALL  OTHERS 

3 

3 

TOTAL  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

93 

116 

17 


TABLE  m 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES  BY 
CONTRIBUTING  CIRCUMSTANCES 


CONTRIBUTING  CIRCUMSTANCES  INDICATED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

ALCOHOL  INVOLVED  ♦ 

4  i 

47 

SPEED  TOO  FAST  FOR  CONDITIONS 

5  1 

5  4 

FAILED  TO  YIELD  RIGHT  OF  WAY 

1  4 

1  5 

IMPROPER  OVERTAKING  AND /OR  PASSING 

4 

4 

WRONG  WAY  DRIVING 

DROVE  LEFT  OF  CENTER  (ON  WRONG  SIDE  OF  ROAD,  NOT 

18 

2  2 

OVERTAKING) 

FAILED  TO  GIVE  PROPER  SIGNAL 

2 

2 

IMPROPER  TURNING  MOVEMENTS 

4 

4 

OPERATING  UREGISTERED-UNINSURED  VEHICLE 

DISREGARDED  TRAFFIC  SIGNAL 

DISREGARDED  WARNING  OR  STOP  SIGN 

OTHER  IMPROPER  DRIVING 

36 

38 

LEAVING  SCENE  OF  ACCIDENT 

8 

9 

NO  VIOLATION 

60 

67 

NOT  STATED 

75 

89 

*  AS  TAKEN  FROM  INVESTIGATORS  REPORT  PRIOR  TO  BLOOD  ALCOHOL 
RESULTS  KNOWN. 


18 


TABLE  xnr 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  INVOLVING  FIXED  OBJECTS 


OBJECT  INVOLVED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

7o  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

BRIDGE  ABUTMENT  a  PIER 

7 

5.7 

8 

60 

BRIDGE  RAILING 

3 

2.5 

3 

2  2 

CURBING 

5 

4.1 

5 

3.8 

UTILITY  POLE 

2! 

17. 2 

22 

16.5 

GUARD  RAIL 

21 

17.2 

24 

18.0 

LEDGE  OR  BANK 

4 

3.3 

5 

3.8 

SIGN  SUPPORT 

3 

2.5 

3 

2  2 

POSTS 

0.0 

0.0 

STONE  WALL 

1 

0.8 

1 

0.8 

TREE 

39 

32.0 

44 

33.1 

ENTERED  MEDIAN 

5 

4.1 

5 

3  8 

CROSSED  MEDIAN 

2 

1.6 

2 

1.5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

il 

9.0 

II 

8.3 

TOTAL 

122 

1  00.0 

133 

1  00.0 

19 
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TABLE  XZr 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  INVOLVED 


TYPE  OF  VEHICLE 

NO.  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

PASSENGER  CARS 

280 

8  9.5 

318 

90.7 

PASSENGER  CAR  AND  TRAILER 

TRUCK  OR  TRUCK  TRACTOR 

8 

2.6 

8 

2.3 

TRUCK  TRACTOR  AND  SEMI-TRAILER 

10 

3.2 

10 

2.8 

OTHER  TRUCK  COMBINATION 

1 

0.3 

1 

.3 

TAXI  CAB 

BUS 

SCHOOL  BUS 

MOTORCYCLE 

10 

3.2 

10 

2.8 

MOTOR  SCOOTER  OR  MOTORBIKE 

OTHER  AND  NOT  STATED 

4 

1.2 

4 

I.I 

EMERGENCY  VEHICLES 

MILITARY  VEHICLES 

OTHER  PUBLICLY  OWNED  VEHICLES 

TOTALS 

313 

100.00 

351 

100.00 

22 


TABLE  YVn 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 
COLLISION  ON  ROADWAY  with: 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  IN  TRANSPORT 

107 

128 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ON  OTHER  ROADWAY 

4 

9 

PARKED  MOTOR  VEHICLE 

6 

6 

PEDESTRIAN 

68 

69 

FIXED  OBJECT 

104 

1  1  5 

PEDALCYCLIST 

2 

2 

OTHER 

22 

22 

TOTALS 

313 

351 

29 


TABLE  •yYTTT 


INVOLVEMENT  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES 
IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 


NUMBER  a  % 
INVOLVEMENT  IN 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

Ml  IMRP 
niUlVIDC 

INVOLVE 
FATA 

P  A  o/. 
r\  Ol  /o 

MENT  IN 

-ITIES 

DOMESTIC  CARS 

NO. 

7o 

NO. 

% 

BUICK 

14 

5.1 

1  5 

4.8 

CADILLAC 

1 

.4 

1 

.3 

CHEVROLET 

63 

22.7 

73 

23.2 

CHRYSLER 

7 

2.5 

1  0 

3.2 

DODGE 

18 

6.4 

1  9 

5.  1 

FORD 

48 

17.1 

57 

17.9 

MERCURY 

9 

3.2 

9 

2.8 

OLDSMOBILE 

10 

2.8 

10 

3.2 

PLYMOUTH 

1  3 

4.  6 

16 

5.  1 

PONTIAC 

24 

8.  6 

26 

8.2 

RAMBLER 

6 

2.  2 

7 

2.2 

MISC,  AMERICAN 

4 

1  .  5 

4 

1.3 

FOREIGN  CARS 

AUSTIN  HEALEY 

1 

.  4 

1 

.3 

RENAULT 

2 

.  7 

2 

.7 

TRIUMPH 

3 

1  .  2 

4 

1.3 

VOLKSWAGEN 

1  5 

5.  5 

1  7 

5.3 

MISC.  FOREIGN 

1  1 

3.  9 

1  0 

3,  2 

UNREPORTED 

3  1 

11.2 

37 

11.7 

TOTALS 

280 

1  00.00 

3  18 

100.00 

TABLE  XJS. 


LOCATION  BY  CITY/TOWN  POPULATION  GROUPS 


GROUP 

POPULATION 

NO.  OF 

NO.  OF 

NUMBER 

(1965  CENSUS) 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

1 

OVER 

500,000 

7 

8 

2 

100,001 

TO 

250,000 

7 

8 

3 

50,001 

TO 

1  00,000 

28 

31 

4 

25,00! 

TO 

5  0,0  0  0 

56 

61 

5 

10,001 

TO 

25,000 

96 

105 

6 

5,001 

TO 

10,0  0  0 

56 

67 

7 

1,001 

TO 

5,000 

60 

68 

8 

UNDER 

1,000 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

313 

351 

25 
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DISTRICT  1 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

13 

14 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

2 

2 

MISCELLANEOUS 

I970T0TALS 

15 

16 

31 


DISTRICT  2 


\   \  ^ — \ — V 

3«E         '   HEATH       ,       coLR*lN        V^LEHOEN   1       (g)        \      1^  (\^  \ 


chSrlemont 


ICREENFIELD 

ElBORNE  / 


o 


)  WENDELL 


CUMMinGTOn 


I         ASHFIELD  CONWAT  ^-^ 


HwiLLlAMSeuBG  I 
^..ESTERFlELO      I  j  ''"'^ 

[H)     A  [M.-P'-iS 
*  I 

^    .  NORTHAMPTON 


/SHUTESBURV I 


ADLEt  I  \ 


H  *      /^HICOPEE  \ 


GRANVILLE 


(     WEST    Vr  \wiLBR4HAM 

^p«,ngf,eldNLsPRINGFIELD  \ 

'  .r.«>«All        //       ■  \  HAMPDEN 


SOUTMWICK 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 

FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.A.  INTERSTATE 

5 

5 

F,  A.  PRIMARY 

27 

3  1 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

3 

3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

2 

1970  TOTALS 

37 

41 

32 


DISTRICT  3 


I     WINCHENDON  I  *SHBUI»NM*M 


r       \  -  GARDNER   /  .FITCHBURG 

iTmOl      .  \TEMPLETON    ^  /T\  J 

WEST  M(NSTER  I 


;  LEOMINSTER 


,  /LANCASTER 
PETERSHAM  /  \         HUBBAfcOSTON         \  J 

W/'O  ^sU^     C  ./C     S  \  TT  El 

PRINCETON         ^  STERLING 

.'^''^  \     '"EST      'j-U'^''^lZ  BERLIN 

RUTLAND   ^  '^'^^^^^^nlCrrl  Q 

HOLOEN  ^^I^YLSTON 

./.^  _„'\    y'"  ( 

 \  PAXTON  \ 


^,L-  -  yORTHBOR 


WEST  ^   * '      NORTH     '      ^^^^^     \  ^^^v 
BROOKFIELO    (  BROOKFIELD  )     QlJ     \    Qj      \  WORCESTER     ■\  ^WESTBOROUGH^ 


;SMREwsw«T 


AUBU  /miLLBURY    ^  I  CI) 

',  OXFORD 

3® 


SUTTON        /■  ^, 

NORTHBRIOGEj^ 


DOUGLAS  UXBRIDGE 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

4 

4 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

36 

40 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

1  0 

1  1 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

1970  TOTALS 

5  1 

56 

33 


DISTRICT  4 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

9 

10 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

37 

42 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

4 

5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

4 

4 

1970  TOTALS 

54 

6  1 

34 


DISTRICT  5 


® 


AMESBURY 


'MERRIM  AC 


\ 


SALISBURY 


© 


.NEWBURYRQfi 


HAVERHILL^  >/  . 

J^EST  NEWBURY/ 

/'  NEWBURY 

"GROVELAND, 


N 

i  I 


®  V 

METHUEN    )    ///    \  \GE0RGETa;;7N  / 

^.  /  ROWLEY 

LAWRENCE®  \boxford 

NORTH 

\anoover     \      'vfcy'  \   
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NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

1  1 

1  1 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

21 

25 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

4 

6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

I97OT0TALS 

36 

42 

35 


DISTRICT  6 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

1  1 

1  2 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

49 

54 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

1 

1 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

I970T0TALS 

62 

68 

36 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

28 

34 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

5 

5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

6 

7 

I970T0TALS 

39 

46 

37 


DISTRICT  8 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 

FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

3 

4 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

14 

15 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

2 

1970  TOTALS 

19 

21 

38 


STATE 
HIGHWAY 

FATAL 
MOTOR  VEHICLE 
ACCIDENTS  1971 


MASSACHUSEHS 
DEPARTMENT  OF 
PUBLIC  WORKS 

TRAFFIC 


SECTION 


i 


ACCIDENTS 
1971 


BUREAU  OF  TRAFFIC  OPERATIONS 


COMMONWEALTH   OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


BRUCE  CAMPBELL 

COMMISSIONER 

DANIEL  S.  MORGAN 

CHIEF  ENGINEER 

K.KREKORIAN 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  ENGINEER 
BUREAU  OF  TRAFFIC  OPERATIONS 

V  J.  CANTON E 

TRAFFIC  ENGINEER 


CO-OPERATING  AGENCY 
REGISTRY  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLES 

DAVID  J.  LUCEV 

REGISTRAR 


PUBLICATION  NO.   717  APPROVED  BY 
ALFRED  C.   HOLLAND,   STATE  PURCHASING  AGENT 


I 


FOREWORD 
SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


This  publication  is  a  reflection  of  the  growing  concern 
over  traffic  deaths  and  of  the  efforts  expended  in  researching 
their  causes  and  cures. 

The  Traffic  Engineering  Section  of  the  Bureau  of  Traffic 
Operations  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  contributions  of  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles,  other  Sections  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  and  local  Police  Departments  in  their  assistance 
in  the  preparation  of  this  report  which  represents  only  one  facet 
of  the  Accident  Records  and  Surveillance  System  established  within 
the  Department . 
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TABLE  I 

FATAL  ACCIDENT  AND  FATALITY  RATE  BY  YEAR 


YEAR 

VEHICLEMILE9 
OF  TRAVEL 
(lOOMILLION) 

NUMBER  OF 

FATAL 
ACCIDENTS 

FATAL 
ACCIDENT 
RATE 

NUMBER 
OF 

FATALITIES 

FATALITY 
RATE 

1961 

61.9 

159 

2.57 

183 

2.96 

1962 

63.4 

222 

3.50 

243 

3.83 

1963 

65.7 

221 

3.36 

250 

3.80 

1964 

68.4 

252 

3.70 

275 

4.04 

1965 

70.9 

278 

3.92 

315 

4.44 

1966 

73.9 

302 

4.09 

337 

4.56 

1967 

90.5 

286 

3.16 

345 

3.81 

1968 

93.3 

308 

3.30 

343 

3.68 

1969 

118.71 

287 

2.42 

319 

2.69 

1970 

123.8 

313 

2.53 

351 

2.82 

1971 

130.3 

327 

2.51 

373 

2.86 
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GRAPH  I 

VEHICLE  TRAVEL  vs.  DEATHS  and  DEATH  RATES 
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TABLE  H 

PRINCIPAL  CLASSES  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  DEATHS 


TOTAL 
DEATHS 

373 


I 

URBAN 


233 

1 

PED. 
1 

1 

NON-PED. 
1 

66 

167 

1  1 

DAY  NIGHT 

1  1 

1  I 
DAY  NIGHT 

1  1 

15  51 

56  III 

DAY 
I 


NIGHT 
 I  


162 


 1 

RURAL 


140 

1 

PED. 
1 

1 

NON-PED. 
1 

18 

122 

1  1 
DAY  NIGHT 
1  1 

I  I 
DAY  NIGHT 
i  1 

3  15 

46  76 

DAY 


49 


1 

NIGHT 

3b 
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GRAPH  JL 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  HOUR  OF  THE  DAY 
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GRAPH  3Z: 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR 


MONTH 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  PER  MONTH 

JANUARY 

15 

FEBRUARY 

18  IHHl^QPVHIHI 

MARCH 

APRIL 

21 

MAY 

33 
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43 
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329 
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GRAPH  in 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 
BY  MONTH  AND  YEAR 


NUMBER  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

1969  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

287 

319 

1970  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

313 

351 

1971  TOTAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

329 

373 

TABLE  HI 
FATALITIES  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  OF  V ICTI M 


rAl  ALI  I  Y 
AGE 

C  1  lU 

bUM 
TOTALS 

Vo  OF 

TOTAL 

DRIVERS 

PEDESTRIAN 

PASSENGERS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4 

4 

I.I 

1 

1 

2 

5-9 

6 

1.6 

3 

3 

10-14 

13 

3.5 

3 

6 

2 

2 

15-19 

68 

18.2 

33 

9 

4 

14 

8 

20-24 

70 

18.8 

34 

3 

7 

4 

12 

1  0 

25-34 

60 

16.1 

36 

5 

10 

3 

6 

35-44 

35 

9.4 

21 

3 

4 

2 

4 

1 

45-54 

44 

11.8 

19 

7 

8 

1 

5 

4 

55-64 

27 

7.2 

A 

H 

d 

1 

2 

3 

65-74 

30 

8.0 

8 

4 

6 

3 

4 

5 

75 -over 

16 

4.3 

2 

1 

6 

3 

4 

TOTAL 

373 

100 

168 

27 

59 

24 

50 

45 
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GRAPH  3ZII 

AGE   OF  DRIVERS  INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
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TABLE  12: 
RESIDENCE  OF  DRIVERS 
INVOLVED   IN   FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


ACCIDENT  involving: 

NO.  OF 
DRIVERS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

LOCAL  RESIDENT 

347 

75.1 

RESIDENT  ELSEWHERE  IN  STATE 

30 

6.5 

OUT  OFSTATE  RESIDENT 

77 

16.7 

UNKNOWN 

8 

1.7 

TOTAL 

462 

100 

TABLE  3Z: 
SEX  OF  DRIVERS 

INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


SEX 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

DRIVERS 

TOTAL 

MALE 

384 

83.1 

FEMALE 

69 

14.9 

UNREPORTED 

9 

2.0 

TOTAL 

462 

100 

12 


TABLE  3ZT 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  LIGHT  CONDITIONS 


LIGHT  CONDITION 

NO.  Or 

^  1 UCIM  1  O 

/o  Or 

NO.  Or 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

DAyLIGHT 

1  02 

31.0 

1  20 

oZ 

DAWN  OR  DUSK 

8 

2.4 

9 

2.4 

DARKNESS 

ZI9 

oo.o 

9  ^  A 

NOT  STATED 

TOTALS 

329 

100 

373 

100 

TABLE  IZIX 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


WEATHER 

NO.  OF 

7o  OF 

NO.  OF 

7o  OF 

ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

TOTAL 

CLEAR 

233 

70.8 

262 

70.2 

CLOUDY 

39 

11.9 

42 

ll."3 

FOG 

8 

2.4 

8 

2.1 

RAIN 

39 

11  9 

51 

13.7 

SLEET 

3 

0.9 

3 

0.8 

SNOW 

7 

2.1 

7 

1.9 

TOTALS 

:  

329 

100 

373 

100 

13 


TABLEimr 


FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  SURFACE  CONDITION 


CONDITION  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

ROAD  SURFACE 

ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

TOTAL 

DRY 

250 

76.0 

282 

75.6 

WET 

58 

17.6 

70 

18.8 

SNOWY 

6 

1.8 

6 

1.6 

ICY 

14 

4.3 

14 

3.7 

OTHER 

1 

0.3 

1 

0.3 

TOTAL 

329 

100 

373 

100 

14 


TABLE  3Z 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  COLLISION  ACCIDENTS 


TYPE  OF  MV  ACCIDENT 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

OVERTURNED 

17 

18 

ANGLE 

50 

58 

REAR  END 

18 

2  1 

LJP  A  ffN 

HEAD  —ON 

5  2 

7  1 

RAN  OFF  ROADWAY  (H.F.O.) 

101 

1  14 

GENERAL  (NO  COLLISION)+PEDESTRIAN 

9  0 

90 

ANIMAL 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

329 

373 

15 


TABLE  X 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS 
-COLLISION  AT  INTERSECTION- 


COLLISION  Or  TWO  OR  MOKE  VEHICLES 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

IN  TRAFnC 

Or 

Or 

rA  1  AL.I  1  ICO 

ENTERING  FROM  SAME  DIRECTION! 

Both  Going  Straight 

1 

1 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

6 

8 

One  Stopped 

— 

— 

All  Others 

— 

— 

ENTERING  FROM  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION! 

Both  Going  Straight 

II 

13 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

6 

6 

One  Stopped 

All  Others 

ENTERING  INTERSECTION: 

At  Angle 

8 

9 

At  Rotory 

At  On -Romp 

2 

3 

At  Off-Romp 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

35 

41 

16 


TABLE  3X 

FATAL  ACCDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 
COLLISION  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 


COLLISION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE 
MOTOR  VEHICLES  IN  TRAFFIC  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

GOING  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

55 

76 

GOING  SAME  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

20 

22 

ONE  VEHICLE  PARKED 

3 

3 

ONE  VEHICLE  STOPPED  IN  TRAFFIC 

ONE  VEHICLE  ENTERING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  VEHICLE  LEAVING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  VEHICLE  ENTERING  ALLEYOR  DRIVEWAY 

3 

3 

ONE  VEHICLE  LEAVING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

2 

3 

ALL  OTHERS 

2 

2 

TOTAL  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

85 

109 

17 


TABLE  ZH 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES  BY 
CONTRIBUTING  CIRCUMSTANCES 


CONTRIBUTIN6  CIRCUMSTANCES  INDICATED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

ALCOHOL  INVOLVED 

44 

52 

SPEED  TOO  FAST  FOR  CONDITIONS 

64 

81 

FAILED  TO  YIELD  RfGHT  OF  WAY 

12 

15 

IMPROPER  OVERTAKING  AND/OR  PASSING 

2 

2 

WRONG  WAY  DRIVING 

1 

2 

DROVE  LEFT  OF  CENTER  (ON  WRONG  SIDE  OF  ROAD, 

23 

25 

NOT  OVERTAKING) 

FAILED  TO  GIVE  PROPER  SIGNAL 

1 

1 

IMPROPER  TURNING  MOVEMENT 

3 

3 

OPERATING  UNREGISTERED -UNINSURED  VEHICLE 

2 

2 

DISREGARDED  WARNING  OR  STOP  SIGN 

2 

3 

DISREGARDED  TRAFRC  SIGNAL 

I 

1 

OTHER  IMPROPER  DRIVING 

33 

35 

LEAVING  SCENE  OF  ACCIDENT 

6 

6 

NO  VIOLATION 

53 

58 

NOT  STATED 

82 

87 

18 


TABLE  TTTT 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  INVOLVING  FIXED  OBJECTS 


OBJECT  INVOLVED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%0F 
TOTAL 

BRIDGE  ABUTMENTS  PIER 

6 

5.9 

7 

6.1 

BRIDGE  RAILING 

CURBING 

8 

7.9 

8 

7.0 

UTILITY  POLE 

20 

19.8 

22 

19.3 

GUARDRAIL 

22 

21.8 

26 

22.8 

LED  GEO.  SANK 

4 

4.0 

4 

3.5 

SIGN  SUPPORT 

4 

4.0 

5 

4.4 

POSTS 

3 

3.0 

3 

2.6 

STONEWALL 

2 

2.0 

2 

1.8 

TREE 

23 

2  2.7 

26 

22.8 

MISCELLANEOUS 

9 

8.9 

!  1 

9.7 

TOTAL 

101 

100 

114 

100 

19 
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TABLE  JOZr 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  INVOLVED 


TYPE  OF  VEHICLE 
INVOLVED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

PASSENGER  CARS 

286 

86.9 

329 

88.2 

PASSENGER  CAR  AND  TRAILER 

2 

0.6 

3 

0.8 

TRUCK  OR  TRUCK  TRACTOR 

1  3 

4.0 

I  3 

3.5 

TRUCK  TRACTOR  AND  SEMI-TRAILER 

4 

i.2 

4 

1  .0 

OTHER  TRUCK  COMBINATION 

1 

0.3 

1 

0.3 

TAXI  CAB 

1 

0.3 

1 

0.3 

BUS 

SCHOOL  BUS 

MOTORCYCLE 

13 

4.0 

13 

3.5 

MOTOR  SCOOTER  OR  MOTORBIKE 

OTHER  AND  NOT  STATED 

9 

2.7 

9 

2.4 

EMERGENCY  VEHICLES 

MILITARY  VEHICLES 

OTHER  PUBLICLYOWNED  VEHICLES 

TOTALS 

329 

100.00 

373 

100.00 

22 


TABLE  XYD 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

BY  CLASSIFICATION 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 

COLLISION  with; 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  IN  TRANSPORT 

112 

136 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ON  OTHER  ROADWAY 

5 

II 

PARKED  MOTOR  VEHICLE 

3 

3 

PEDESTRIAN 

79 

79 

FIXED  OBJECT 

10! 

114 

PEDALCYCLIST 

5 

5 

OTHER 

24 

25 

TOTALS 

329 

373 

29 


TABLE  TVm 


INVOLVEMENT  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES 
IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 


NUMBER  a  7o 
INVOLVEMENT  IN 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

NUMBE 

INVOLVE 
FATA 

fy  sJk  /O 

IMENT  IN 
-ITIES 

DOMESTIC  CARS 

NO. 

7o 

NO. 

% 

BUICK 

1  1 

3.5 

1  1 

32 

CADILLAC 

6 

1.9 

8 

2.3 

CHEVROLET 

54 

17.6 

61 

17.8 

CHRYSLER 

8 

2.6 

9 

2.6 

DODGE 

15 

4.9 

1  6 

4.7 

FORD 

47 

15.  3 

53 

15.5 

MERCURY 

8 

2.6 

9 

2.6 

OLDSMOBILE 

12 

3.9 

15 

4  .4 

PLYMOUTH 

24 

7.  8 

3! 

9.1 

PONTIAC 

22 

7.  1 

24 

7.0 

RAMBLER 

8 

2.6 

9 

2.6 

MISC.  AMERICAN 

5 

1  .  6 

6 

1.8 

FOREIGN  CARS 

AUSTIN  HEALEY 

3 

0.9 

3 

0.9 

RENAULT 

TRIUMPH 

1 

0  .  3 

1 

0.  3 

VOLKSWAGEN 

19 

6.2 

1  9 

5.6 

MISC.FOREIGN 

19 

6.2 

20 

5.9 

UNREPORTED 

46 

15.0 

47 

13.7 

TOTALS 

308 

100.00 

342 

100.00 

2  4 


TABLETnr. 


LOCATION  BY  CITY/TOWN  POPULATION  GROUPS 


GROUP 

POPULATION 

NO.  OF 

NO. OF 

NO. 

1965  CENSUS 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

1 

OVER  500,000 

iO 

10 

2 

100,000  -  250,000 

17 

17 

3 

50,000-  100,000 

29 

34 

4 

25,000-  50,000 

63 

73 

5 

10,000  -  25,000 

109 

119 

6 

5000  —  10,000 

52 

63 

7 

1000   —  5000 

45 

53 

8 

UNDER   —  1000 

4 

4 

TOTALS 

329 

373 
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DISTRICT  1 


OTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAYCLASSinCATlON 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGH  WAr  CLASS 

FA.  INTERSTATE 

FA. PRIMARY 

15 

19 

FA. SECONDARY 

MISCELLANEOUS 

TOTALS 

1  5 

19 

31 


DISTRICT  2 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATFON 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 
F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

10 

10 

F.A.  PRIMARY 

20 

23 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 
MISCELLANEOUS 

4 

4 

TOTALS 

34 

37 

32 


DISTRICT  3 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE   NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

5 

5 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

32 

39 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

7 

7 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

45 

52 

33 


DISTRICT  4 


NOTE--  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

9 

II 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

34 

42 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

4 

4 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

48 

58 

34 


DISTRICT  5 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE   NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

9 

9 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

18 

18 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

6 

7 

MISCELLANEOUS 

TOTALS 

33 

34 

35 


DISTRICT  6 


OTE^  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATAUTIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

FA.  INTERSTATE 

18 

19 

FA. PRIMARY 

42 

50 

FA. SECONDARY 

4 

4 

MISCELLANEOUS 

4 

4 

TOTALS 

68 

77 

36 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE   NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO,  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 

FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 
F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

51 

56 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

5 

5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

57 

62 

37 


DISTRICT  8 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE   NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.A.  INTERSTATE 

F.A.  PRIMARY 

23 

28 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

2 

2 

MISCELLANEOUS 

4 

4 

TOTALS 

29 

34 

A. 6. 

38 


TABLE  zznr 

1971  HOLIDAY  WEEKENDS 


NO  OF 

Nin  OF 

HOLIDAY 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

NEW  YEARS 
DEC.3I-JAN.3 

4 

4 

WASHINGTONS  BIRTHDAY 
FEB.I4-I6 

2 

2 

PATRIOTS  DAY 
APR. 18-21 

5 

6 

MEMORIAL  DAY 
MAY30-JUNE2 

3 

4 

INDEPENDENCE  DAY 
JULY3-6 

7 

9 

LABOR  DAY 
SEPT  5-8 

2 

2 

COLUMBUS  DAY 
OCT.IO-13 

7  ' 

7 

VETERANS  DAY 
OCT.  24-27 

6 

7 

CHRISTMAS 
DEC  24-26 

8 

II 

39 

NUMBER  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES  8  FATALITIES 
INVOLVED  IN  SEAT  BELT  USE  -  1971 

NUMBER  OF  VEHICLES  EQUIPPED 

III 

WITH  SEAT  BELTS 

NUMBER  OFVEHICLES  NOT  EQUIPPED 

43 

WITH  SEAT  BELTS 

UNKNOWN 

125 

FATALITIES 

SEAT  BELTS  IN  USE 

12 

SEAT  BELTS  NOT  IN  USE 

96 

NOT  EQUIPPED 

43 

UNKNOWN 

113 

A.Gfonnttti 


40 
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FOREWORD 
SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


This  publication  is  a  reflection  of  the  growing  concern 
over  traffic  deaths  and  of  the  efforts  expended  in  researching 
their  causes  and  cures. 

The  Traffic  Engineering  Section  of  the  Bureau  of  Traffic 
Operations  wishes  to  acknowledge  the  contributions  of  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles,  other  Sections  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  and  local  Police  Departments  for  their  assistance 
in  the  preparation  of  this  report  which  represents  only  one  facet 
of  the  Accident  Records  and  Surveillance  System  established  within 
the  Department. 
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TABLE  I 

FATAL  ACCIDENT  AND  FATALITY  RATE  BY  YEAR 


YEAR 

VEHICLE  MILES 
OF  TRAVEL 
(lOOMILUON) 

NUMBER  OF 
FATAL 

ACCIDENTS 

FATAL 
ACCIDENT 
RATE 

NUMBER 
OF 

FATALITIES 

FATALITY 
RATE 

1962 

63.4 

222 

3.50 

243 

3.83 

1963 

65.7 

221 

3.36 

250 

3.80 

1964 

68.4 

252 

3.70 

275 

4.04 

1965 

70.9 

278 

3.92 

315 

4.44 

1966 

73.9 

302 

4.09 

337 

4.56 

1967 

90.5 

286 

3.16 

345 

3.81 

i9ee 

93.3 

308 

3.30 

343 

3.68 

1969 

118.71 

287 

2.42 

319 

2.69 

1970 

123.8 

313 

2.53 

351 

2.82 

^97l 

130.3 

327 

2^1 

373 

2.86 

1972 

1364 

378 

2.77 

431 

3.16 
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GRAPH  I 

VEHICLE  TRAVEL  vs.  DEATHS  and  DEATH  RATES 
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TABLE  n 

PRINCIPAL  CLASSES  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  DEATHS 


TOTAL 
DEATHS 

431 


URBAN 
,  I 
318 


 1 

RURAL 
I 

113 


r" 

DAY 
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DAY 
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109 
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84 


NIGHT 


61 


 1 
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DAY 


86 
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148 


 1 
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DAY 
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13 


 1 

NON-PED. 


DAY 

 L_ 


43 


97 
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 L_ 


54 


"~1 
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67 
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TABLE  Hr 
1972 HOLIDAY  WEEKENDS 


HOLIDAY 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

Nn  OP 
FATALITIES 

NEW  YEARS 
0EC.29-Ji\M.I 

2 

2 

WASHINSTOiJS  tlfRTHDAY 

1 

1 

PATRIOTS  DAY 

2 

2 

MEMORIAL  DAY 

7 

7 

INOEPENDtNCE  DAY 
jJLy  1-4 

3 

3 

LABOR  DAY 
SEPT.1-4 

8 

10 

COLUMBUS  DAY 
OCT.  6-9 

4 

7 

VETERANS  DAY 
OCT.20-2S 

9 

9 

CHRISTMAS 
DEC.22-2S 

li 

13 
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GRAPH  H 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  HOUR  OF  THE  DAY 
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GRAPH  IZ: 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR 


MONTH 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  PER  MONTH 

JANUARY         II  29 

FEBRUARY 

rs 

MARCH 

23 

APRIL 

26 

MAY 

37 

JUNE 

S3 

JULY 

39 

AUGUST 

30 

SEPTEMBER 

1  53' 

1 

IHiHI 

OCTOBER 

43 

NOVEMBER 

2S 

DECEMBER 

40 
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TOTAL 

378 

5             ^0            IS           20           29  30 

35  40 
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GRAPH  in 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 
BY  MONTH  AND  YEAR 
T 


NUMBER  OF 


ACCIDENTS  I  FATALITIES 


I970T0TALS  * 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

313 

351  , 

1971  TOTALS 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

329 

373  ' 

1972  TOTALS  i 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

378 

431  1 

10 


TABLE  IZ 
FATALITIES  BY  AGE  AND  SEX  OF  V ICTI M 


FATALITY 
AGE 

SUM 
TOTALS 

/o  OF 
TOTAL 

DRIVERS 

PEDESTRIAN 

PASSENGERS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-4 

6 

14 

1 

3 

2 

5-9 

8 

1.9 

6 

2 

10-14 

16 

3.7 

4 

5 

5 

2 

15-19 

66 

15-3 

23 

4 

II 

5 

13 

10 

20-24 

67 

15.6 

33 

5 

4 

1 

13 

II 

25-34 

72 

16/7 

35 

12 

II 

1 

9 

4 

35-44 

51 

IkS 

25 

6 

9 

6 

5 

45-54 

46 

10.7 

17 

6 

8 

3 

2 

10 

55-64 

44 

10.2 

21 

5 

8 

3 

1 

6 

65-74 

29 

6.7 

8 

5 

6 

3 

2 

5 

75-ovtr 

26 

6.0 

7 

2 

6 

3 

1 

7 

TOTAL 

431 

100 

169 

45 

73 

27 

55 

62 

II 


GRAPH  m 

AGE   OF  DRIVERS  INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIKNTS 
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TABLE  X 
RESIDENCE  OF  DRIVERS 
INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


ACCIDENT  involving: 

NO.  OF 
DRIVERS 

%  OF 

TOTAL 

LOCAL  RESIDENT 

418 

764 

RESIDENT  ELSEWHERE  IN  STATE 

45 

8.2 

OUT  OFSTATE  RESIDENT 

75 

13.7 

UNKNOWN 

9 

1.7 

TOTAL 

S47 

100 

TABLE  30" 
SEX  OF  DRIVERS 

INVOLVED  IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


SEX 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

DRIVERS 

TOTAL 

MALE 

439 

80.2 

FEMALE 

100 

18.3 

UNREPORTED 

8 

1.5 

TOTAL 

547 

100 

13 


TABLE  301 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  LIGHT  CONDITIONS 


1  lAUT  cr>ftir>iTmM 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

DAYLIGHT 

131 

347 

151 

35.0 

DAWN  OR  DUSK 

20 

53 

22 

5.1 

DARKNESS 

227 

60O 

258 

5B.9 

NOT  STATED 

TOTALS 

378 

100 

431 

100 

TABLE  TTTT 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


WEATHER 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
FATAUTIES 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

CLEAR 

231 

61.1 

258 

59.8 

CLOUDY 

58 

153 

68 

15.8 

FOG 

9 

24 

9 

2J 

RAIN 

63 

16.7 

77 

17.9 

SLEET 

4 

1.1 

4 

0.9 

SNOW 

13 

34 

15 

3.5 

TOTALS 

378 

100 

431 

100 

14 


TABLEIt 


FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  SURFACE  CONDITION 


CONDITION  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 

ROAD  SURFACE 

ACCIDENTS 

TOTAL 

FATALITIES 

TOTAL 

DRY 

69j6 

297 

68.9 

WET 

92 

24.3 

105 

244 

SNOWY 

8 

2J 

10 

2.3 

ICY 

IS 

4.0 

19 

4.4 

OTHER 

TOTAL 

378 

100 

431 

100 

15 


TABLE  X 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  TYPE  OF  COLLISION  ACCIDENTS 


TYPE  OF  MV  ACCIDENT 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

OVERTURNED 

3 

3 

ANGLE 

63 

79 

REAR  END 

25 

29 

HFAD  —ON 

RAN  OFF  ROADWAY  (H.F.O.) 

124 

135 

GENERAL  (NO  COLLISION)+PEDESTRIAN 

108 

110 

ANIMAL 

TOTALS 

378 

431 

16 


TABLE  XL 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  VEHICLE  ACTION 
-COLLISION  AT  INTERSECTION- 


COLLISION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE  VEHICLES 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

IN  TRAFFIC 

OF 

OF 

AT  AN  INTERSECTION 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

ENTERING  FROM  SAME  DIRECTION: 

Both  Going  Straight 

Z 

2 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

— 

One  Stopped 

1 

I 

All  Others 

— 



ENTERING  FROM  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION : 

Both  Going  Stroight 

6 

6 

One  Turn,  One  Straight 

5 

7 

One  Stopped 

All  Others 

Z 

3 

ENTERING  INTERSECTION: 

At  Angle 

25 

31 

At  Rotary 

At  On-Romp 

At  Off-Romp 

TOTALS 

41 

52 

17 


TABLE  ZH 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  VEHICLE  ACTION 
COLLISION  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 


COLUSION  OF  TWO  OR  MORE 
MOTOR  VEHICLES  IN  TRAFFIC  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.OF 
FATALITIES 

QOWQ  OPPOSITE  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

69 

91 

GOING  SAME  DIRECTION-BOTH  MOVING 

20 

24 

ONE  VEHICLE  PARKED 

4 

6 

ONE  VEHICLE  STOPPED  IN  TRAFFIC 

ONE  VEHICLE  ENTERING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  VEHICLE  LEAVING  PARKED  POSITION 

ONE  VEHICLE  ENTERING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

3 

3 

ONE  VEHICLE  LEAVING  ALLEY  OR  DRIVEWAY 

2 

2 

ALL  OTHERS 

4 

5 

■ii 

TOTAL  NOT  AT  INTERSECTION 

102 

ssaai 

131 

18 


TABLE  mt 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES  BY 
CONTRIBUTING  CIRCUMSTANCES 


v^v^n  1  fTiou  1  iriw  v/ir\wv/nio  imi^v^^q  invi^Mi 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

ALCOHOL  INVOLVED 

47 

55 

SPEED  TOO  FAST  FOR  CONDITIONS 

77 

87 

FAILED  TO  YIELD  RIGHT  OF  WAY 

16 

22 

IMPROPER  OVERTAKING  AND/OR  PASSING 

1 

1 

WRONG  WAY  DRIVING 

5 

8 

DROVE  LEFT  OF  CENTER  ( ON  WRONG  SIDE  OF  ROAD, 

16 

23 

NOT  OVERTAKING) 

FAILED  TO  GIVE  PROPER  SIGNAL 

IMPROPER  TURNING  MOVEMENT 

6 

6 

OPERATING  UNREGISTERED -UNINSURED  VEHICLE 

DISREGARDED  WARNING  OR  STOP  SIGN 

4 

4 

DISREGARDED  TRAFnC  SIGNAL 

1 

1 

OTHER  IMPROPER  DRIVING 

55 

65 

LEAVING  SCENE  OF  ACCIDENT 

7 

8 

NO  VIOLATION 

69 

72 

NOT  STATED 

74 

79 

(9 


TABLE  m 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  INVOLVING  FIXED  OBJECTS 


OBJECT  INVOLVED 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 
WTAUTIES 

%0F 

BBIDGE  ABUTMENTS  PIER 

13 

10.5 

14 

10.4 

BRIDGE  RAILING 

CURBING 

14 

11.3 

15 

ll.l 

UTILITY  POLE 

24 

19.4 

24 

17.8 

GUARDRAIL 

20 

16.1 

20 

14.8 

LEDGEOR  BANK 

3 

2.4 

3 

2.2 

SIGN  SUPPORT 

9 

7.3 

II 

8.2 

POSTS 

2 

1.6 

3 

22 

STONEWALL 

2 

L6 

2 

1.5 

TREE 

29 

23.4 

33 

244 

MISCELLANEOUS 

8 

6.4 

10 

7.4 

TOTAL 

124 

100 

135 

100 

20 
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TABLE  TTTr 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  BY  TYPE  OF  VEHICLE  INVOLVED 


TYPE  OF  VEHICLE 
INVOLVED 

NO.  OF 

%  OF 
TOTAL 

NO.  OF 

rATALII  Its 

%  OF 

1  O  1  AL 

PASSENGER  CARS 

328 

86.8 

378 

87. T 

PASSENGER  CAR  AND  TRAILER 

1 

0.3 

1 

0.2 

TRUCK  OR  TRUCK  TRACTOR 

21 

5.5 

23 

5.3 

TRUCK  TRACTOR  AND  SEMI-TRAILER 

3 

0.8 

3 

0.7 

OTHER  TRUCK  COMBINATION 

1 

0,3 

1 

0.2 

TAXI  CAB 

BUS 

3 

0.8 

3 

0.7 

SCHOOL  BUS 

MOTORCYCLE 

II 

2.9 

II 

2JB 

MOTOR  SCOOTER  OR  MOTORBIKE 

OTHER  AND  NOT  STATED 

10 

2.6 

II 

2.6 

EMERGENCY  VEHICLES 

MILITARY  VEHICLES 

OTHER  PUBLICLYOWNED VEHICLES 

TOTALS 

378 

100.00 

431 

100.00 

23 


TABLE  22m: 

FATAL  ACCIDENTS 
BY  CLASSIFICATION 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENT 

COLLISION  with; 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  IN  TRANSPORT 

1  28 

159 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ON  OTHER  ROADWAY 

II 

18 

PARKED  MOTOR  VEHICLE 

4 

• 

6 

w 

PEDESTRIAN 

93 

94 

FIXED  OBJECT 

124 

135 

PEDALCYCLIST 

6 

6 

N  ON- COLLISION 

12 

13 

TOTALS 

378 

431 

24 


TABLE  TTT 


INVOLVEMENT  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES 
IN  FATAL  ACCIDENTS  AND  FATALITIES 


NUMBERS  % 

INVOLVEMENT  IN 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS 

NUMBE 

INVOLVE 
FATA 

R  a  7o 

:ment  in 

JTIES 

DOMESTIC  CARS 

NO. 

% 

NO. 

% 

BUICK 

16 

4.6 

J6 

4.1 

CADILLAC 

4 

I.I 

4 

1.0 

CHEVROLET 

62 

17.8 

69 

17.9 

CHRYSLER 

3 

0.9 

3 

0.8 

DODGE 

24 

6.9 

25 

6.5 

FORD 

59 

16.9 

68 

17.6 

MERCURY 

9 

2.6 

9 

2.3 

OLDSMOBILE 

14 

4.0 

16 

4.1 

PLYMOUTH 

3b 

10.0 

39 

10. 1 

PONTIAC 

Z2 

6.3 

25 

6.5 

RAMBLER 

13 

3.7 

13 

3.4 

MISC.  AMERICAN 

7 

2.0 

8 

2.1 

FOREIGN  CARS 

AUSTIN  HEALEY 

RENAULT 

1 

0.3 

1 

0.3 

TRIUMPH 

4 

I.I 

4 

1.0 

VOLKSWAGEN 

32 

9.2 

37 

9.6 

MISC.F0REI6N 

34 

9.7 

39 

10. 1 

UNREPORTED 

10 

2.9 

10 

2.6 

TOTALS 

349 

100.00 

386 

100.00 

25 


NUMBER  OF  PASSENGER  VEHICLES  8  FATALITIES 
INVOLVED  IN  SEAT  BELT  USE  —  I97Z 

NUMBEROFVEHICLES  EQUIPPED 

WITH  SEAT  BELTS 

160 

NUMBEROFVEHICLES  NOT  EQUIPPED 

WITH  SEAT  BELTS 

39 

UNKNOWN 

62 

FATALITIES 

SEAT  BELTS  IN  USE 

II 

SEAT  BELTS  NOTINUSE 

156 

NOT  EQUIPPED 

41 

UNKNOWN 

89 

26 


TABLE  3X 


LOCATION  BY  CITY/TOWN  POPULATION  GROUPS 


GROUP 

POPULATION 

NO.  OF 

NO. OF 

NO. 

1965  CENSUS 

ACCIDENTS 

FATALITIES 

I 

OVER  500,000 

8 

II 

2 

100,000  -  250,000 

9 

10 

3 

50,000-  100,000 

31 

37 

4 

25,000-  50,000 

93 

105 

5 

10,000  -  25,000 

125 

141 

6 

5000  ~  10,000 

55 

60 

7 

1000   —  5000 

54 

64 

8 

UNDER   —  1000 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

378 

431 

27 
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DISTRICT  1 


OTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HI6HWAYCLASSIRCATI0N 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

FA.  INTERSTATE 

FA. PRIMARY 

14 

16 

FA.SECONOARY 

2 

2 

MISCELLANEOUS 

TOTALS 

J6 

18 

33 


DISTRICT  2 


V 


\         Lernardston  \  \\NORTHF(ELD 

V  F  -  A     ^v.-^-'/'lL  Jo  (f^\ 

cm^»lemont 


HAWLEV  /  8UCKL4 


I SMELBUHNE 


® 


COMMINGTON 


^    (D  / 

I  /  ®/^        I  ! 

\  *  J  'r-:--^     //^EVERETT    (  ^^^^ 

\     OOSHE.^,-^    '^©  /    I  J 

^•HwiLLIAMSBURG   r      ^^p^       h  \  M 

CHESTERFIELD      |  j     «ATFIELOll  (  \        peLhaM^  \\ 

[H]     A^l  Ml.^-F^.^ J  !H1  j   0  '\5 

L  1  IIJ       ^SmAOLE»    j  AMHERST  \ 


belcherto>»n 


SOUThAMPION 


*  I      //  GRANBt  .  I 

^  /y  SOUTH   I  \ 

WESTFIELO      j  9/    j)^-'''        (§)  \ 

I     WEST    Vr  \wiLBRAH*M 

'  //Si.  _  \       EAST  <   

u 

NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


GRANVILLE  LTD  uvu         u     /i'     "  \ 

^        SOUTHW,CK       ^         AO^M  HAMPDEN 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATrON 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

12 

12 

F.A.  PRIMARY 

15 

18 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

5 

6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

I 

TOTALS 

33 

37 

34 


DISTRICT  3 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

2 

9 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

30 

33 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

8 

9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

41 

46 

35 


DISTRICT  4 


ASHBY  TOWNSEND 


DUNSTABLE 
/  PEPPERELL         )  \ 


"V-/  TEWKSBURY 

I       \  GROTON  I  VS'        iCMELMSFO.  j  >f  ^MffRnr" 

f         \  i'   WESTFORD     \      ^  /  "\  /  ;  READING 

SHIRLEY  .  *1ER  -  N  \^-'^        '  ^  B I L L ER' C A     ^*ILMINGTONi//Wk  — / 

^     »  'LITTLETON      -^•'f  CARLISLE    7   .^-^^     /     ^.        ^  .-V 


BEDFORD 


y^XBOROUOH'  ACTON 

1 


STOW 


/     CONCORD     /.J     ^  ^.  - 


^RUNGTON"  (§)    Y  \ 

■WOBURN.  J  /  -f. 


li 


ILEXINGTON 


4AYNARD 

/ 


/  V- 

/LINCOLN  _ 

/K\  -  ^^ylJiRLmGTOH^ 

;WALTHAM;C( 

[■  .  >At land!  WESTON  ^      (a\  ^ 

NEWTON 


-J"'  v> 

;    SUDbURY  ^-  j 


'MARLBOROUGH  [ — ■  ; V 


FRAMINCHAM 


N 
A 


ASHLAND 


HO^KINTON 


NATICK 
"^^SHERBORNJ 


HOLLISTON 


OTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCiOENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

12 

14 

F.A.  PRIMARY 

50 

60 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

8 

10 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

71 

85 

36 


DISTRICT  5 


AMESBUrtY 
fMERi.  MAC  \ 


SALISBURY 


METHUEf 


,NEWBURVR 

HAVERHILL^  #  ^s^-^r^' 

l/EST  rjpWBURV  vi/ 
/'  NEWBURY 

\         '.Igeorgetown  /  / 

\             ^                     /  ROWLEY  . 
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\  ®  \     ;  /    -  V 

\  /\  jYOPSFIELD  ^  U"!  ■  k 
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J  DANVERS  >  BE^RLY   


ANOOVER 
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|l.ynnfield\  PEABODY  ^ 


k,SAUG'i"^\   LYNN  \swAM(5^cbTT 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATAUTIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

13 

17 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

35 

37 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

13 

13 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

63 

69 

37 


DISTRICT  6 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FATAUTIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

FA.  INTERSTATE 

II 

II 

FA. PRIMARY 

53 

63 

FA. SECONDARY 

6 

6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

6 

6 

TOTALS 

76 

86 

38 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO,  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 

FATALITIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 
F.  A.  INTERSTATE 

F.  A.  PRIMARY 

46 

SI 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

9 

10 

MISCELLANEOUS 

3 

4 

TOTALS 

58 

65 

39 


DISTRICT  8 


NOTE:  CIRCLES  DENOTE  NUMBER  OF  FATAL  ACCIDENTS 


HIGHWAY  CLASSIFICATION 

NO.  OF 
ACCIDENTS 

NO.  OF 
FA  TALI  TIES 

STATE  HIGHWAY  CLASS 

F.A.  INTERSTATE 

2 

2 

F.A.  PRIMARY 

14 

19 

F.  A.  SECONDARY 

2 

2 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

20 

25 

m^mr^ui  CO.,  ^ 

«  {990 

100  CAVigRffX^EL  STREET 
CHARLtSTOWN.  MASS. 


